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SUBJECT: COMPLICATION IN FONMIN VAN DER STOEL'S 
SCHEDULED VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA 

REF: THE HAGUE 0835 

1. DURING LUNCHEON WITH DCM ON MARCH 5 FONOFF POLITICAL 
DIRECTOR GENERAL RUTTEN MENTIONED THE FOLLOWING FOR 
THE EMBASSY'S INFORMATION. SAYING THAT THE NETHERLANDS 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO RAISE 
THE MATTER WITH THE DEPARTMENT. 

2. RUTTEN SAID THAT THE SAUDI EMBASSY IN THE HAGUE 
HAD INDICATED THAT IT WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE ABLE TO 
ISSUE A VISA TO A "HET VRIJE VOLK” CORRESPONDENT 

NAMED VAN WEEZEL SCHEDULED TO ACCOMPANY VAN DER STOEL 
ON HIS MARCH 22 VISIT TO JIDDA BECAUSE HE IS JEWISH. THE 
SAUDIS HAVE TOLD THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT THIS IS N 
KEEPING WITH THEIR PRACTICE OF DENYING VISAS TO ALL 
JEWISH MEMBERS OF FOREIGN DELEGATIONS, INCLUDING AMERICAN. 
THEY GAVE NO INDICATION THAT THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT WOULD 
BE PREPARED TO MAKE AN EXCEPTION IN THE CASE OF MR. 

VAN WEEZEL. 
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3. BY WAY OF BACKGROUND, RUTTEN SAID THAT THE MATTER 
HAD COME UP WHEN "HET VRIJE VOLK" TELEPHONED THE SAUDI 
EMBASSY TO SAY THAT THEIR CORRESPONDENT, VAN WEEZEL, 

WAS JEWISH BUT THEY ASSUMED THERE WOULD BE NO VISA 
PROBLEM BECAUSE HE WAS SCHEDULED TO ACCOMPANY THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER ON HIS OFFICIAL VISIT TO JIDDA. THE 
SAUDI REPLY, ACCORDING TO RUTTEN WAS TO THE EFFECT 
THAT THERE PROBABLY WOULD BE A PROBLEM. RUTTEN COM 
MENTED THAT THIS MAY HAVE BEEN A DELIBERATE PROVOCATION 
ON THE PART OF "HET VRIJE VOLK" A LEFTIST 

NEWSPAPER WHICH HAS NO LOVE FOR VAN DER STOEL AND MAY 
HAVE WISHED TO PUT HIM ON THE SPOT. 

4. IT WAS RUTTEN'SOPINON, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF 

THE STRENUOUS PARLIAMENTARY AND MEDIA CRITICISM OF 
VAN DER STOEL LAST FALL OFR THE NETHERLANDS' UNGA 
VOTES ON THE PLO RESOLUTIONS, THAT IT WOULD BE 
POLITICALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR VAN DER STOEL TO GO AHEAD 
WITH HIS VISIT IF HE ACCEPTED THE EXCLUSION OF VAN 
WEEZEL. HOWEVER, FONOFF THOUGHT IT WOULD BE RELEVANT 
TO ASCERTAIN THE US PRACTICE IN VIEW OF THE CATEGORIC 
SAUDI POSITION REFERRED TO IN PARA 2 ABOVE AND HAD 
THEREFORE INSTRUCTED THE NETHERLANDS EMBASSY TO GET 
THE FACTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT. 

5. DCM THANKED RUTTEN FOR INFORMING HIM OF THIS 
UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENT AND A SIMPLY NOTED THAT PRESIDENT 
FORD HAD ORDERED A REPORT FROM THE VARIOUS US DEPARTMENTS 
CONCERNED IN VIEW OF A DOD STATEMENT THAT IT WAS LOOKING INTO 
A REPORT THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS HAD DELIBERATELY BEEN AVOIDING 
SENDING CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES OF THE JEWISH FAITH TO SAUDI 
ARABIA. 
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